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NASKINGS INSTRUCTION 1710.27G

Subj: HUNTING AND FISHING AT ESCONDIDO RANCH
Ref: (a) NASKINGSNOTE 1710

Encl: (1) Reservations

(2) Hunting Regulations

(3) Fishing Regulations

(4) General and Safety Regulations Brief

(5) Hunting and Fishing Emergency Record Data and

Fishing/Hunting Release Privacy Act
(6) Escondido Ranch Map

1. Purpose. To establish regulations governing hunting and
fishing activities at Escondido Ranch. Regulations governing
hunting and fishing activities at Naval Air Station (NAS)
Kingsville and Naval Auxiliary Landing Field (NALF) Orange Grove
are covered in NASKINGSINST 1710.7HH.

2. Cancellation. NASKINGSINST 1710.27F

3. General

a. Hunting and fishing activities aboard Escondido Ranch
shall be governed by current Texas game and fish laws, Federal
conservation laws and enclosures (1) through (4).

b. Hunting and fishing shall be restricted to active duty,
reservists, and retired military persconnel, their dependents,
DOD/NAF civilian perscnnel, and other authorized patrons as
determined by the MWR Director. A limit of two guests per day
for active duty, reserve, and retired military; a limit one
guest per day for DOD/NAF civilian personnel, and no guests for
Navy League personnel. Navy League personnel are not authorized
to hunt deer.

¢. Personnel who hunt or fish aboard Escondido Ranch must
have a Texas hunting or fishing license and with appropriate
stamps. MWR does not sell licenses. BAdditiomally, all active
duty, reservists, and retired military personnel, their
dependents, DOD/NAF civilian personnel must be members of the
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King’s Hunt Club in order to participate in hunting activities
on Escondido Ranch.

d. Hunting and fishing program execution is delegated to
the Designated Wildlife Control Officers and the MWR Director.
Enforcement of the above and all other hunting and fishing
regulations rests with the Designated Wildlife Control Officers.
Viclators of Federal conservation laws or Texas game and fish
laws will be turned over to Federal or State Conservation
Officials for prosecution. The Control Officers are:

(1) Command Master Chief, NAS Kingsville
(2) Escondido Ranch Manager
(3) Security Officer, NAS Kingsville
4. Fees. BAll fees associated with hunting at Escondido Ranch

will be approved by the Commanding Officer, NAS Kingsville and
advertised by separate notice in ITT.

5. Action. The MWR Director shall maintain an Escondido Ranch
Account and a Fish and Wildlife Account. Management of these
accounts, to include the management of revenues and expenditures,
will be performed in accordance with a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the MWR Department and the
Environmental Department to be implemented 1 October 2011.

a. The Natural Resources Program Manager will provide the
Commanding Officer with technical advice in all areas pertaining
to habitat and wildlife management to include hunting and
fishing.

b. The Escondido Ranch Manager will ensure compliance with

the regulations of this instruction, Escondido Ranch hunting and
fishing notices, Texas game and fish laws, and Federal

conservation laws.
%//// J
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RESERVATIONS

1. Regulations and priority for making reservations at the
Escondido Ranch are as follows:

a. Five weeks prior to hunt date - active duty personnel
and their guests.

b. Three weeks prior to hunt date - retirees and reservists.

c. Two weeks prior to hunt date - DOD/NAF civilian
personnel and other authorized patrons in possession of a valid
MWR membership card.

d. One week prior to hunt date - first come first serve.

e. Advance lodging reservations must be made through the
Escondido Ranch at: (830) 373-4419. Due to a very high no-show
rate last season, a valid credit card number is reguired to hold
an advanced reservation.

f. If notice of cancellation on advance reservations 1s not

received more than 48 hours prior to the scheduled hunt the
person will be charged a one-day lodging fee.

Enclosure (1)
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HUNTING REGULATIONS

1. Safety is of paramount importance at all times to ensure that
all participants are able to enjoy the sport without danger of
injury and loss of life and/or property.

2. Loaded weapons are prohibited in vehicles at all times.
3. Loaded weapons are permitted in hunting areas only.

4. BAll personnel are required to be familiar with current
station regulations and Texas State regulations.

5. Personnel hunting at Escondido Ranch must log in upon arrival
and log out upon departure in person with a staff member.

6. Hunting is permitted in designated areas only.

7. Big game hunting is allowed at Escondido Ranch. Big game
includes: deer; wild hogs; and javelina. Big game may be hunted
with rifles, archery, and crossbows in accordance with current
Texas state laws.

8. Migratory (dove) and non-migratory (quail & turkey) bird
hunting and small game hunting (rabbit) hunting is also allowed
at Escondido Ranch. Bird and small game hunting will be done
with shotguns in accordance with current Texas state laws.

9. Coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, raccoons, skunks, copocssums,
badgers and foxes may be taken during any hunt for an additiocnal
fee. The Escondido Ranch Manager will provide fees for these
species upon request.

10. Special varmint/nuisance and predator hunts {(coyote) are
authorized as well and will be conducted with rifles. The MWR
Ranch Manager will announce special hunts via the Escondidc Ranch
website.

11. The use of handguns will be restricted for animal tracking
by staff members, except for handguns mounted with scopes
designed for hunting.

12. The Escondido Ranch Manager will establish the maximum
number of hunters permitted in a designated area.

Enclosure (2)
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13. Shooting in the direction of any blind is prohibited. 21l
shooting for deer, hog, and javelina will be done from hunting
blinds only. The only exception to this is archery hunting which
will be done from temporary, pop-up blinds that will be placed in
close proximity of a permanent hunting blind in the cleared
hunting zone between the permanent blind and the feeder. No game
will be shot across a fence on private or restricted property.

14. All hunters will have a current Texas state license, a valid
Kings Hunt Club license, a valid military ({(active or retired) or
DoD ID Card/Common Access Card or an MWR membership card in the
case of Navy League bird hunters. Guests are reqguired to show
current state license and another form of official picture
identification. Hunters shall present these documents for
inspection upon request from the Escondido Ranch Manager or any
state of Texas game warden. Personnel under 16 years of age must
be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

15. Authorized deer hunting will be permitted at Escondido Ranch
via NASKINGSNOTE 1710 after harvest numbers are established. The
Escondido Ranch Manager, MwWR Director, and Commanding Officer
establish drawing rules. All hunters must have a valid hunting
draw permit for the hunting period.

16. Hunters will wear a fluorescent blaze orange outer garment
while quail hunting. This garment may be either a jacket or
vest. Fluorescent caps may alsc be worn but do not take the
place of the jacket or wvest.

17. Hunters will complete a Hunting and Fishing Emergency Record
Data and Fishing and Hunting Release Form, enclosure (5), upon
arrival at the ranch.

18. For all hunting at Escondidoc Ranch, hunters will attend the
hunter safety and area orientation brief given at the ranch.
Hunting briefs will be given prior to any hunting activities.
Enclosure {(4) is a copy of the safety brief.

19. Dogs are allowed, but must be kept cocn a leash or kenneled
when not in the assigned hunting area. Hunting with dogs is
restricted to quail, dove, or rabbits.

20. ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION is allowed while hunting
or when involved in any activity using a weapon. In addition, no
alcohol will be consumed within four hours of a hunt. Alcocholic
beverages are allowed to be consumed after completion of a hunt
and/or any activity involving the use of a weapon but only in the

2 Enclosure (2)
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lodge compound area. No alcoholic beverages are allowed ocutside
the lodge compound area.

21. All game will be properly logged in hunting log books by
Escondido Ranch staff. Information such as sex, weight, number
of points, area taken, and name of hunter will be recorded for
all deer, turkey, hog, and javelina. Game birds, both migratory
(dove) and non-migratory {gquail), will also be separately logged.

22. The Ranch Manager is to be notified immediately in the event
of personal injury, accident, or other significant violations
and/or situations. The Ranch Manager will take appropriate
action based on the situation.

23. Hunters will not change assigned hunting areas without prior
staff approval. Vioclators will be suspended from hunting for the
remainder of the day's hunt.

24. All big game hunters will be taken to designated blinds or
hunting areas by ranch staff personnel in ranch vehicles. This
includes hunters in special management hunt areas. Quail
hunters, with experience and knowledge of Escondido Ranch, may
drive POVs on main/assigned roads with the Escondido Ranch
Manager’s approval for the purpose cof transiting to and from
quail hunt areas.

25. 2all restricted area boundaries at Escondido Ranch are
identified by fence posts, trees, and bushes painted in red.
Access to these areas is strictly contrelled during non-£flight
hours by Escondido staff in coordination with McMullen Target
Site. Under no circumstances should anyone enter these areas
without permission of Escondido Management.

26. The ROTHR site supervisor is to be contacted prior to
tracking any wounded game on the site. The area around the ROTHR
site 15 a designated bow hunting area only. Hunters are not
permitted to carry firearms in this area.

27. The Escondido Ranch Manager or staff will suspend hunting
when heavy rain and lightning storms produce a hazardous
condition to patrons during hunting activities.

28. Hunters will not walk back from hunting blinds during
organized rifle hunts. This is a serious safety violation due to
the fact there are other hunters in the area. Violators will be
suspended from hunting for 30 days and a report forwarded to the
Executive Officer with a recommendation to suspend privileges.

)

Enclosure (2)
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FISHING REGULATIONS
1. General
a. Fishing is permitted at Escondido Ranch when open.

b. Except as noted below, limits and methods of taking fish
shall comply with state regulations.

c. The use of nets is prohibited.
d. Chumming or area baiting is prohibited.

e. Persons under 12 years of age must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian.

f. Limits for varieties of fresh water fish shall comply
with state regulations.

2. Check in/Check out Procedures. All persons fishing at
Escondido Ranch will check in at the lodge with the MWR staff
and record any fish taken by species when checking out.

3. Hours of Operation. Escondidec Ranch is available for
fishing when manned by the MWR staff from sunrise to sunset, not
to interfere with hunting.

4. Boats

a. Non-motorized boats may be used to fish at Escondido
Ranch.

b. Persons 16 years of age and older can fish by boat
unaccompanied. Persons under 16 years of age must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Enclosure (3)
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GENERAL AND SAFETY REGULATIONS BRIEF
(given prior to any activities)

p Weagons

a. Loaded weapons are prohibited in vehicles at all times.
Ranch Staff are required to personally inspect each weapon prior
to transporting hunters to/from hunting areas.

b. Loaded weapons are not allowed in the lodge or lodge
compound. All weapons will be treated and handled as loaded.

c. &ll weapons will either be locked in your room or
vehicle, when not involved in hunting activities.

d. Expended shells, cartridges, or litter shall not be left
in the field.

e. Do not shoot unless you know your target and what is
behind it. Safety is paramount.

f. Gun hunters will be reguired to pass a shooting test
prior to hunting. Hunters must successfully place three out
of five shots in a nine inch target at 50 yards for guns with
iron sights and at 100 yards for guns with mounted scopes.

2. Alcohol. BAbsolutely no alcohol consumption is allowed while
hunting or when involved in any activity using a weapon. In
addition, no alcohol will be consumed within four hours of a
hunt. BAlcoholic beverages are allowed to be consumed after
completion of a hunt and/or after any activity involving the use
of a weapon but only in the lodge compound area. No alcoholic
beverages are allowed outside the lodge compound area. If
caught drinking alcoholic beverages while handling firearms,
your hunt will be suspended for the day and a report shall be
forwarded to the Executive Officer via the Security Officer for
disposition.

3. Campfires. Campfires are limited to the primitive camping
areas. Campfires must be contained within a stone fire ring
with a one foot grass free area around the circumference of the
fire ring. Two five-gallon buckets of water must be readily
accessible to control spot fires. No campfire shall be
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abandoned prior to ensuring all embers are cold and the campfire
is completely out. The Escondido Ranch Manager will determine
and suspend the use of campfires during dry periods when the
hazard of grass and brush fires are high.

4. Qutdoor Activities

a. Do not leave your assigned area during any activity
without staff approval. There are other hunters in the area
with high powered rifles. Walking around in designated hunting
areas 1s a serious safety violation. Viclators will be
suspended from hunting for 30 days and a report forwarded to the
Executive Officer with a recommendation to suspend privileges.

b. Be observant at all times for snakes. When walking in
high grass, it is recommended that you wear protective leggings.

c. When on foot, hunting or hiking, give wildlife the right
of way. Attempt to remain still or slowly back away from the
animal without losing visual contact. Animals, when startled or
threatened, can become defensive and attack.

5. Vehicles

a. For guail hunters traveling to and from their assigned
area in a privately-owned vehicle (POV), maximum speed is 15 mph.
Do not park in a roadway where it will block normal traffic.

Stop at all intersecting roads and look for oncoming traffic.

b. Hunting from any vehicle is prohibited. Hunting from a
vehicle is a violation of state laws and will be reported to
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Game Wardens.

¢. When using an all terrain vehicle, mountain bike, or
motorized trail bike you must wear a helmet, gloves, and jacket

with fluorescent orange marking or vest.

d. POQOVs are not permitted on roads except for quail hunters
with ranch manager approval.

2 Enclosure (4)






