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King's Hunt Club in order to participate in hunting activities 
on Escondido Ranch. 

d. Hunting and fishing program execution is delegated to 
MWR. Enforcement of the above and all other hunting and fishing 
regulations rests with the Designated wildlife Control Officers. 
Violators of Federal conservation laws or Texas game and fish 
laws will be turned over to Federal or State Conservation 
Officials for prosecution. The Control Officers are: 

(1) Executive Officer for NAS Kingsville 

(2) Escondido Ranch Manager. 

(3) Security Officer for NAS Kingsville. 

4. Fees. All fees associated with hunting at Escondido Ranch 
will be approved by the Commanding Officer, NAS Kingsville and 
advertised by separate notice in ITT. 

5. Action. The MWR Director shall establish a fish and 
wildlife fund. Monies collected from fishing and hunting 
programs aboard NASK & Escondido Ranch will go into this account 
and will be used to sustain the programs. The Natural Resources 
Program Manager will determine how these funds are spent. 

a. Plan, develop, coordinate, and direct all outdoor 
hunting and fishing recreation programs within the jurisdiction 
of the Commanding Officer, NAS Kingsville. 

b. The Natural Resources Program Manager will provide the 
Commanding Officer the technical expertise and advice in all 
areas dealing with hunting and fishing. 

c. Ensure compliance with the regulations of this 
instruction, NAS hunting and fishing notices, Texas game and 
fish laws, and Federal conservation laws. 

~?7~?~--
P. L. WADDINGHAM 

Distribution: 
NASK Intranet 
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RESERVATIONS 

1. Regulations and priority for making reservations at the 
Escondido Ranch are as follows: 

a. Pive weeks prior to hunt date - active duty personnel 
and their guests. 

b. Three weeks prior to hunt date - retirees and reservists. 

c. Two weeks prior to hunt date - DOD/NAP civilian 
personnel and other authorized patrons in possession of a valid 
MWR membership card. 

d. One week prior to hunt date - first come first serve. 

e. Advance reservations must be made through the Escondido 
Ranch at: (830) 373-4419. 

f. Payment must be made within five working days after 
reservation is taken. Payments are accepted in the form of cash, 
check, credit card, or money order. 

g. Cancellation notice must be received within 48 hours 
prior to hunt before refunds are issued. 
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HUNTING REGULATIONS 

1. Safety is of paramount importance at all times to ensure that 
all participants are able to enjoy the sport without danger of 
injury and loss of life and/or property. 

2. Loaded weapons are prohibited in vehicles at all times. 

3. Loaded weapons are permitted in hunting areas only. 

4. All personnel are required to be familiar with current 
station regulations and Texas State regulations. 

5. Personnel hunting at Escondido Ranch must log in and out in 
person with a staff member. 

6. Hunting is permitted in designated areas only. 

7. Hunting with rifles at Escondido Ranch is permitted during 
deer, hog, and javelina season. Rifles are also authorized for 
special varmint and predator hunts as well. The use of handguns 
will be restricted for animal tracking by staff members, except 
for handguns mounted with scopes designed for hunting. 

8. The Escondido Ranch Manager will establish the maximum number 
of hunters permitted in a designated area. 

9. Shooting in the direction of any blind is prohibited. During 
deer season, all shooting for deer or hog will be done from, or 
in the close proximity of, designated hunting blinds only. No 
game will be shot across the fence on private or restricted 
property. 

10. All hunters will have a current state license, a valid 
annual NAS hunting permit, and identification card or current MWR 
membership card as required to utilize the facilities on their 
person. Hunters shall present such authorization for inspection 
upon request from the MWR Hunting Manager or the designated game 
warden. Personnel under 16 years of age must be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian. 

11. Authorized deer hunting will be permitted at Escondido Ranch 
via NASKINGSNOTE 1710 and after harvest numbers are established. 
The Escondido Ranch Manager, MWR Director, and Commanding Officer 
shall establish drawing rules. 
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12. Hunters will wear a fluorescent blaze orange outer garment 
while quail hunting. This garment may be either a cap, jacket, 
or vest. 

13. Hunters will complete a Hunting and Fishing Emergency Record 
Data and Fishing/Hunting/ Trapping Release, enclosure (5), upon 
arrival at the ranch. 

14. For all hunting at Escondido Ranch, hunters will attend the 
hunter safety and area orientation brief given at the ranch. 
Hunting briefs will be given prior to any hunting activities. 
Enclosure (4) is a copy of the safety brief. 

15. Dogs are allowed, but must be kept on a leash or kenneled 
when not in the assigned hunting area. Hunting with dogs is 
restricted to quail, dove, or rabbits. 

16. ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION is allowed while hunting 
or when involved in any activity using weapons. No alcohol will 
be consumed within 4 hours of a hunt. Alcoholic beverages are 
allowed to be consumed after completion of hunting and/or after 
any activity involving use of a weapon but only in the lodge 
compound area. No alcoholic products are allowed outside the 
lodge compound. 

17. All game will be properly logged in hunting log books. 
Information such as sex, weight, number of points, area taken, 
and name of hunter will be recorded for all deer, turkey, hog, 
and javelina. Numbers and types of birds will also be separately 
logged. 

18. Proper authorities are to be notified immediately in the 
event of personal injury, accidents, or other significant 
violations/situations. 

19. Hunters will not change assigned hunting areas without prior 
staff approval. Violators will be suspended from hunting for the 
remainder of the day's hunt. 

20. Vehicles will not be driven off main/assigned roads without 
staff approval. Hunters will be taken to designated blinds or 
hunting areas by staff personnel in ranch vehicles for deer and 
hog hunting. privately-owned vehicles (POV) will be allowed on 
main/assigned roads for other types of hunting. 
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21. All restricted area boundaries at Escondido Ranch are 
identified by fence posts, trees, and bushes painted in red. 
Access to these areas is strictly controlled during non-flight 
hours by Escondido staff in coordination with McMullen Target 
Site. Under no circumstances should anyone enter these areas 
without permission of Escondido Management. 

22. The ROTHR site supervisor is to be contacted prior to 
tracking any wounded game on the site. The area around the ROTHR 
site is a designated bow hunting area only. Hunters are not 
permitted to carry firearms in this area. 

23. The Escondido Ranch Manager or staff will suspend hunting 
when heavy rain and lightning storms produce a hazardous 
condition to patrons during hunting activities. 

24. Hunters will not walk back from hunting blinds during 
organized rifle hunts. A request for suspension of privileges 
will be forwarded to the Executive Officer via the Security 
Officer. 
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FiSHiNG REGULATiONS 

1. General 

a. Fishing is permitted at Escondido Ranch when open. 

b. Except as noted below, limits and methods of taking fish 
shall comply with state regulations. 

c. The use of nets is prohibited. 

d. Chumming or area baiting is prohibited. 

e. Persons under 12 years of age must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. 

f. Limits for varieties of fresh water fish shall comply 
with state regulations. 

2. Check in/Check out Procedures. All persons fishing at 
Escondido Ranch will check in at the lodge with the MWR staff 
and record any fish taken by species when checking out. 

3. Hours of Operation. Escondido Ranch is available for 
fishing when manned by the MWR staff from sunrise to sunset, not 
to interfere with hunting. 

4. Boats 

a. Non-motorized boats may be used to fish at Escondido 
Ranch. 

b. Persons 16 years of age can fish by boat unaccompanied. 
Persons under 16 years of age must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. 
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General and Safety Regulations Brief 
(given prior to any activities> 

1. Weapons 

a. Loaded weapons are prohibited in vehicles at all times. 
Ranch Staff are required to personally inspect each weapon prior 
to transporting hunters to/from hunting areas. 

b. Loaded weapons are not allowed in the lodge or lodge 
compound. All weapons will be treated and handled as a loaded 
weapon. 

c. All weapons will either be locked in your room or 
vehicle, when not involved in hunting activities. 

d. Alcoholic beverages will not be consumed during hunts or 
other activities involving the use of firearms. If caught 
drinking alcoholic beverages while handling firearms, your hunt 
will be suspended for the day and a report shall be forwarded to 
the Executive Officer via the Security Officer for disposition. 

e. Expended shells, cartridges, or litter shall not be left 
in the field. 

f. Do not shoot unless you know your target and what is 
behind it. Safety is paramount. 

g. Gun hunters will be required to pass a shooting test 
prior to hunting. Hunters must successfully place three out 
of five shots in a nine inch target at 50 yards for guns with 
iron sights and at 100 yards for guns with mounted scopes. 

2. Alcohol. The use of alcoholic beverages will be confined 
to the Escondido Lodge Compound or primitive camping areas. 

3. Campfires. Campfires are limited to the primitive camping 
areas. Campfires must be contained within a stone fire ring 
with a one foot grass free area around the circumference of the 
fire ring. Two five-gallon buckets of water must be readily 
accessible to control spot fires. No campfire shall be 
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abandoned prior to ensuring all embers are cold and the campfire 
is completely out. The Escondido Ranch Manager will determine 
and suspend the use of campfires during dry periods when the 
hazard of grass and brush fires are high. 

4. Outdoor Activities 

a. Do not leave your assigned area during any activity 
without staff approval, except when returning to the lodge 
compound. If you leave your assigned area and are caught by the 
staff, your hunt will be suspended for the remainder of the day. 
You will be allowed to hunt the following day. 

b. Be observant at all times for snakes. When walking in 
high grass, it is recommended that you wear protective leggings. 

c. When on foot, hunting or hiking, give wildlife the right 
of way. Attempt to remain still or slowly back away from the 
animal without losing visual contact. Animals, when startled or 
threatened, can become defensive and attack. 

5. Vehicles 

a. When traveling to and from your assigned area in a 
privately-owned vehicle (POV) , maximum speed is 15 mph. Do not 
park in a roadway where it will block normal traffic. Stop at 
all intersecting roads and look for oncoming traffic. 

b. Hunting from any vehicle is prohibited. Hunting from a 
vehicle is a violation of state laws and will be reported to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Game Wardens. 

c. When using an all terrain vehicle, mountain bike, or 
motorized trail bike you must wear a helmet, gloves, and jacket 
with fluorescent orange marking or vest. 

d. Vehicles are only permitted on main roads. Traveling 
off the main roads may produce a hazardous condition or tire 
damage. 
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a. Items recommended for outdoor activities are a 
flashlight, watch, compass, mirror, can of insect repellent, and 
water canteen. 

b. If you become lost, stay put, remain calm, and look for 
a place where you can feel safe. The staff will form a search 
party. At night, the staff will use high powered spotlights to 
locate you. Use your flashlight to signal the search party. 
The search party members will be wearing highly visible outer 
clothing. During the daytime, use a reflective object to signal 
the search party. 

c. Do not enter the target area under any circumstances. 

d. Do not handle any ordnance found in the field, as it may 
be set off by static electricity. Notify the staff of the 
location of any ordnance. 

e. All Texas State laws and game limits will be enforced. 
All violations shall be reported to Texas Parks and wildlife 
Agents. 

f. Hunter safety education requirements shall be enforced. 
All personnel born after 2 September 1971 must: 

(1) If 17 years or older, have successfully completed a 
hunter education course or possess a valid waiver from Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). 

(2) If 12 to 16 years of age, have successfully 
completed a hunter education course and be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian in possession of a current hunting license. 

(3) If under the age of 12, be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian in possession of a current hunting license. 

g. It is illegal to possess, shoot, or hunt with a firearm 
or bow and arrow in the state owned Nueces river bed in McMullen 
County. The only exception is to hunt waterfowl on any 
reservoir (existing or being constructed) owned, operated, or 
maintained by a government entity. 
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h. All game will be checked in with the Ranch Manager or 
staff member who will, in turn, record the age based on tooth 
wear, field dressed weight, antler measurements, date, time of 
harvest, location of harvest, body condition, lactation (adult 
does), photograph, and collected fees. 

i. The cleaning station shall be used to dress out all game 
unless you desire to field dress your animal, if so, ask for a 
trash bag prior to leaving for the field. The Escondido Ranch 
borders a bombing range and has a central location to keep 
animal waste. This reduces the bird air strike hazard for 
planes used by the bombing range. 

j. Personal bag limits for all game species may be modified 
for ranch patrons to facilitate game management efforts. Ranch 
bag limits shall not exceed state limits but may be reduced per 
hunter per season to ensure subsequent seasonal hunting is not 
jeopardized. 

k. Coyotes, bobcats, and mountain lions may be taken during 
any hunt for an additional fee. Check with Ranch Manager 
regarding current hunting fees for these species. 

1. Fur bearing animals such as raccoons, skunks, opossums, 
badgers & foxes may also be taken during any hunt for an 
additional fee. Check with Ranch Manager regarding current 
hunting fees for these species. 

m. Even though a game season may be open, it does not mean 
you may take that game. It is considered poaching and will be 
treated as such. 

n. If you do not know how to clean your animal, ask for 
assistance from one of the staff members. They will not clean 
the animal for you, but will help you clean it safely. Serious 
injuries have occurred when cleaning game animals. 

7. Migratory Game Bird and Water Fowl Hunting 

a. Escondido Ranch staff shall inform hunters of legal 
shooting times and of legal daily bag and possession limits. 
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b. Shooting glasses are recommended. 

c. When hunting in a group, discuss a shooting plan prior 
to going into the field. 

d. Shoot only above the horizon. Never jeopardize the 
safety of your fellow hunters by shooting at low flyers or 
shooting over a previously manned spot. 

e. Avoid trying for doubles. Take one bird at a time and 
retrieve the bird prior to taking another. Help one another 
locate and find fallen birds to reduce the possibility of lost 
birds. 

f. Lead shot is illegal when hunting migratory waterfowl. 

g. Exercise caution when hunting around ponds due to the 
possibility of alligators. 

h. Shotguns shall not hold more than three shells. 
Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells must be 
plugged. 

i. It is illegal to hunt from motorized vehicles except in 
the case of paraplegics and single or double amputees of legs 
who may hunt from a stationary land base vehicle. 

8. Turkey 

a. Escondido Ranch staff shall inform hunters of legal 
shooting times and of legal daily bag and possession limits. 
Escondido Ranch bag limit is two toms. 

b. The turkey must be tagged with the month and date cut 
out of the tag. The tag must be filled out in ink. 

c. The turkey must remain tagged until it reaches its final 
destination and is processed. 

d. It is unlawful to possess a turkey with proof of sex 
removed without a letter from the landowner containing the 
following information: 
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(1) Name of person who killed the animal. 

(2) Date the animal was killed. 

(3) The sex of the animal. 

e. Gobblers only may be hunted; Jakes and Bearded hens will 
be left alone for maintaining the population. 

9. Quail 

a. Escondido Ranch staff shall inform hunters of legal 
shooting times and of legal daily bag and possession limits. 

b. Shooting glasses are recommended. 

c. When hunting in a group, discuss a shooting plan prior 
to going into the field. 

d. Shoot only above the horizon. Never jeopardize the 
safety of your fellow hunters by shooting at low flyers or 
shooting over a previously manned spot. 

e. Avoid trying for doubles. Take one bird at a time and 
retrieve the bird prior to taking another. Help one another 
locate and find fallen birds to reduce the possibility of lost 
birds. 

f. Fluorescent blaze orange outer garments such as hats, 
vests, or jackets are required when hunting. 

10. White-tailed Deer 

a. Escondido Ranch staff shall inform hunters of legal 
shooting times. 

b. All deer hunting will be done from blinds only. 

c. You are allowed to shoot only the type of deer that you 
are drawn for. Shooting a deer that you were not drawn for will 
result in a report to Texas Parks and Wildlife Agents or to the 
Executive Officer. The animal carcass will be tagged and 
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confiscated by Escondido Ranch personnel until further 
disposition by the Executive Officer. 

d. It is unlawful to possess a deer with proof of sex 
removed without a letter from the landowner containing the 
following information: 

(1) Name of person who killed the animal. 

(2) Date the animal was killed. 

(3) The sex of the animal. 

e. Do not shoot more than one deer while hunting. If you 
shoot a deer, wait for the Ranch Manager Or ranch staff member 
to track the animal. The Ranch Manager will make the decision 
on the disposition of the deer as to a missed or non-serious 
wounding shot. If a deer is shot where it cannot be retrieved 
and will die, the hunt is terminated for that person for that 
category. If the shot was missed, or determined by the Ranch 
Manager that the animal will not die, the hunt shall continue. 

f. You will be dropped off and picked up at the same stand. 
Do not walk back from your stand or attempt to stalk. There are 
other hunters in the area with high powered rifles. Walking 
around is a serious safety violation. Violators will be 
suspended from hunting for 30 days and a report forwarded to the 
Executive Officer with a recommendation to suspend privileges. 
Stands will be drawn for the day. No changing of stands will be 
allowed until the following day. 

g. Deer hunters must claim their shots. If a hunter does 
not claim his Or her shots, their hunt will be suspended and a 
finders fee of $300.00 will be added to the hunt. If an 
unclaimed deer is found close to their stand the hunter may be 
barred from the ranch for up to two years at the discretion of 
the Commanding Officer. 

h. Checking the accuracy of your weapon on a stand is 
strictly prohibited. 

11 . Feral Hog 
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a. Minimum size limit for a hog is sixty pounds. A 50 
dollar ($50) kill fee will be accessed for hogs under 60 pounds 
and a one-hundred dollar ($100) kill fee will be added for 
piglets less than twenty pounds, i.e., an eight-pound piglet 
will cost you one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00). 

b. Limit one hog per night hunt. Exceeding this limit can 
result in suspension of privileges for up to two years. No 
refund shall be issued for suspended hunts. 

c. All stands will be redrawn prior to each night's 
hunting. If you draw the same stand, you have the right to 
request to draw another stand from stands that were not drawn. 

d. No stand swapping is allowed during the hunt. 

e. The hunters will decide by majority vote on the 
departure and return time of the night's hunt and departure and 
return time for the morning hunt. The morning hunt shall be 
ended by 0830 for stands outside the target site and at 0600 for 
inside the bombing range if flights occur that morning. 

f. All feral hog hunting will be done from stands only. 
Do not wander around or walk back to the lodge. Walking past 
other hunters with high powered rifles create a serious safety 
hazard and will be treated as such. Anyone walking around or 
back to the lodge during a hog hunt will have their hunts 
suspended for 30 days and a report will be forwarded to the 
Executive Officer with a recommendation for suspension of 
privileges. 

g. Do not track an animal into the brush. Remember what 
direction the animal went and the staff will track the wounded 
animal. 

h. Do not shoot sows with small piglets under twenty 
pounds. The piglets most likely will not survive. 

i. Jave1inas are a game animal and cannot be hunted at 
night. Jave1inas look similar to feral hogs. If you do not 
know the difference between a javelina and a feral hog, please 
ask a staff member. There are pictures available to show the 
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difference. You may take a javelina during the legal shooting 
time for a fifty dollar ($50) kill fee. The animal must be used 
for meat or mounting. 

j. Feral hog hunters must claim their shots. If a hunter 
does not claim his or her shots, their hunt will be suspended, 
and a finders fee of $200.00 will be added to the hunt. If an 
unclaimed hog is found close to their stand the hunter may be 
barred from the ranch for up to two years at the discretion of 
the Commanding Officer. 

k. Checking the accuracy of your weapon on a stand is 
strictly prohibited. 

12. Javelina 

a. Escondido Ranch staff shall inform hunters of legal 
shooting times. 

b. There is no closed season on javalina, but a limit of 
two per license year applies. Exceeding this limit can result 
in suspension of privileges for up to two years. No refund 
shall be issued for suspended hunts. 

c. No stand swapping is allowed during the hunt. 

d. The hunters will decide on the departure and return 
time for the hunt. 

e. All javelina hunting will be done from stands only. Do 
not wander around or walk back to the lodge. Walking past other 
hunters with high powered rifles create a serious safety hazard 
and will be treated as such. Anyone walking around or back to 
the lodge during a hog hunt will have their hunts suspended for 
30 days and a report will be forwarded to the Executive Officer 
with a recommendation for suspension of privileges. 

f. Do not track an animal into the brush. Remember what 
direction the animal went and the staff will track the wounded 
animal. 
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g. Staff will not track a wounded animal in the brush at 
night. 

h. Do not shoot sows with small piglets. The piglets most 
likely will not survive. 

i. Checking the accuracy of your weapon on a stand is 
strictly prohibited. 

13. Predators 

a. Predators are coyotes, bobcats, or mountain lions. Use 
extreme caution when hunting predators. 

b. Predators may be taken during any hunt for an 
additional fee or as part of a varmint and predator hunting 
package. Check with Ranch Manager for current pricing and fee 
structuring. 

c. It is recommended that patrons hunt in pairs when 
calling in predators. One to call and spot, the other to shoot. 

d. There are different types of large cats in South Texas, 
such as Ocelots and Jaguarundis, that are not legal game. 
Ocelots and Jagarundis are protected by federal law and may be 
present on the ranch. These species may not be harvested under 
any circumstances. Penalties may include loss of hunting 
privileges, fines and imprisonment. 

e. Different types of canine animals, such as gray fox, 
can be found on the ranch. The gray fox is a fur bearing animal 
and cannot be taken without a trapping license. 

f. Note: Tracking a wounded mountain lion is prohibited. 
Unless the blood trail is evident enough to estimate that the 
animal died soon after being shot due to blood loss, the animal 
will not be tracked. Mountain lions will only be tracked during 
daylight hours by two staff members and the hunter. 

g. All mountain lion kills shall be reported to Texas 
Parks and Wildlife. Texas Parks and Wildlife maintain reports 
on sightings and killed lions. 
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HUNTING AND FISHING 
EMERGENCY RECORD DATA 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT: Pursuant to the authority ofthe provisions ofPublic lAw 93-579, 
Privacy Act of1974, December 31, 1974. All informatWnfurnished will be used to confirm the 
identity of the member andfacilitate the internal processing of the information. Disclosure of 
personal information is voluntary and will be protected as to confulentWlity in accordance with 
policies, procedures, and safeguards adopted under the Privacy Ac~ 

HOME WORK 
NAME: PHONE ....PHONE _ 

SSN: DATE OF BIRTH _/_/_ RANKIRATE: _ 

STREET (RT/BOX NO) ADDRESS _ 

CITY: STATE:-------- ZIP:----­

In case of emergency the individual listed below should be contacted. 

HOME WORK 
NAME: PHONE: ______ PHONE _ 
*************************************************************************** 

VEmCLE INFORMATION (Primary hunting/fishing vehicle) 

MAKE & YEAR MODEL & COLOR _ 

LICENSE TAG NO. _ STATE: _ 
*************************************************************************** 

For office use only 

State Iicense: Number: King's Hunt Club MBR. NO., _ 
(type) 

Type Permit Number: Type member: Amount paid: _ 

Receipt number: Date sold: ~~_ 

NAME _ 
Permit sold by Signature 
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FISIllNGIHUNTINGffRAPPING RELEASE
 
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
 

Authority. 5 U. S. C. 301, Departmental Regulations 

Principal Purpose. To clarify the liability of the U. S. Government, NAS Kingsville and the 
individual user of fishing and hunting facilities. 

Routine Uses. By the government in the normal course of administering nonappropriated 
fund activities, including defending claims against the government and pursuing related actions 
in favor of the government of others. 

Disclosure is voluntary, however, failure to complete this form will result in you being 
denied use of the facilities. 

RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT 

In consideration of my admission to the premises and/or use of fishing and hunting facilities 
of NAS Kingsville, I agree to and do hereby assume all risk of injury or loss, both foreseen and 
unforeseen, to my person, property and the property of others for which I may be responsible, 
which may occur on NAS Kingsville and Escondido Ranch, whether such damage results in 
injury or loss. 

The term "United States Government" wherever used in this agreement shall also include the 
Department of the Navy, the NAS Kingsville and Escondido Ranch and officers, employees, 
servants, members or agents of each. 

This Release and Indemnity Agreement is and shall be binding upon myself, my executors 
and administrators and their heirs, assigns or successors in interest. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE TERMS ARE CONTRACTUAL IN NATURE AND 
THAT I HAVE SIGNED THIS DOCUMENT AS MY OWN FREE ACT. I FURTHER 
CERTIFY THAT I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
BEFORE SIGNING IT AND I UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Release and Indemnity Agreement at NAS 

Kingsville this ~ day of , 20__. 

Signature ~~ Witness: ~~_~_~ _ 
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